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- Washington, 1.C. 20320

BEC 12 193
Mr, Jan K. Krepa, Chairman 5

pnlish National Council
83 Locust Park
Albany, Mew York 12205

Dear Mr, Krepa:

1 am replying to your message to President Reagan
regarding his November 19-20 summit meeting in Gensva with
Soviet General Secretary Gorbachev., We appreciate your
comments as we move forward in our efforts to build the
foundation for a more stable and constructive relationship with
the Boviet Unlon.

The bagis for this summit wag sat by the firm and real~
istic policies the President has pursued toward the Soviet
Union. For 40 years, the behavior of the Soviet Union has
complicated our hopes For peace and the growth of freedom.
Through the reestablishment of our political, sconomic, and
military strength and the reinvigoration of our alliances, we
were able to establish a dialogue with the Boviet Union based
on realism and strength.

The Presldent called for & fregh atart in U.S5.-Soviet
relatione. We have now made that start. In Geneva, the two
leaders had an intengive and frank examination of all the is-
gues on our basic four-part agenda: arms contzal, Tajicial
issues, human zights, and bilateral gquestions., Each made clear
where he stands and discussad areas of mistrust and suspiclon.
The joint statement issued at the sand of the meeting frankly
recognized that our systems and policies are vastly different.,
The competitive nature of our relationship will continue.

Nevertheless, President Reagan and Geneirrl Bscretary
Gorbachev agreed they share an overriding responsibility to
ensu.e this competition remains peaceful and to work together
to strengthen peace. The twp leaders algo agreed to meet again
and to set up a regular process of summit. meetinga, in addition
to meetings of senior officials of both countries. This new
high-leval c¢imlogue will provide a framework for intensifying
diacussiona and golving problems,

The meetings in Geneva were characterized by & great deal
of give-and-take. ©On arms control, the Pregsident reaffirmed
his commitment to securing desap and stabllizing reductiona in
offensive systems. At the same time, he outlined his goal of
moving deterrence toward a greater reliancs on deofense and away
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from the threat of nuclear retaliation. The purpose of the
Strategic Defenme Initiative is to determine whether strastegic
datenges are feasible. The President made clear the United
States was not prepared to restrict rescarch legal under the
mnti-Ballimtic Miaslle Treaty.

We were pleased that the two sides were able to agree on a
number of important points relating to arms control in the
1oint statement:

-~In the Geneva Nuclear and Space Talks, both sides agreed
to the principle of 50 percent reductions in nuclear arms
and an interim agreement on intermediate-~range nuclear
forces.

~--We agreed to study the feasibility of risk reduction
centers,

~--We agreed to enhanced cooperation in support of the
nuclear nonpreliferation treaty.

~-Both sides endorsed the concept of an effective and
verifiable ban on chemical weapong and agreed to expertse'
meetings on preventing the proliferation of chemical
weapons.,

~-- We emphasized the importance of achieving positive
results at the Mutual and Balanced Fcerce Reductions (MBFR)
talks Iin Vienna.

--Both gides reaffirmed the need for a document at the
Stockholm Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe
which would ingclude mutually acceptable confidence and
security building measures and give concrete expression to
the principle of non-use of force.

With regard to human rights, the President stressed to
Mr. Gorbachev that respect for the Iindividual and the rule of
law is as fundamental to peace ap arms control. He pressed for
greater Soviet adherence to international agreesments, such as
the Helsinki Final Act. The Boviats agread in the joint state-
ment to the importance of resolving humanitarian cases in a-
cooperative spirit.

On regiocnal isgues, the President ptrespsed that in ad-
dition to sesking a safer and more stable strategic environ-
ment, the United Btates and the Boviet Union need to work to-
gether :o end dangerous regional confliatd. The President
raised tha Boviet Union's continuing intervention, both di-
rectly and through proxies, in Afghanistan, Angola, Central
imerica, end Cambodia. He urged an intensified consultative
process on regional conflicts. Both zides agreed to regularige
the proceys 2f discussions by experts of both aildes and at the
‘forelgn miniater level.
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In bilateral relations, President Reagan and Soviet
General Secretary Gorbachev agreed on the utility of broadening
exchanges &nd strengthening peopie-to-people contacts. In this
connection, Secretary of State Shultz and Boviet Porelgn
Minister Bhavardnadze signed a new exchanges agreement in
Geneva. 'The ¢two leaders alsc reviewed progress in a number of
other bilateral areas, including the clvil aviation agreement,
our new agreement on air safety in the Northern Pacific, ex-
panded people-to-people exchanges, and the opening of new con-
sulates in Kicv and New York. Although these steps are modest,
we balieve they demonstrate we can work together to resolve
problems to our mutual benefit.

Perhaps the most important result of the Geneva meeting
was that it allowed both leaders to discuss their differesnces
in a candid and private setting. As the President said at the
conclusion of the meeting, the talks also provided an opportu-
nity to explore common concerng in all four areas of our rela-
tionship. Where there are differences, we belleve they are now
better understood. Where shared concernsg exist, there is now a
more solid foundation for dealing with them. 1In the enu, both
leaders agreed that real confidence must be built on deeds, not
just words. The Geneva meeting was a very worthwhile beginning
to what we hope will be a productive process of resclving
problems through concrete action.

Siﬁely yours,
Aok . s /7

Voo ¢

Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of Public Affairs




